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Centennial Events 
1995 

Because of the time required for producing the Centennial Album and the History 
of the parish and further extension of time needed by the publisher and the printer, 
not all the anniversary activities could be included in these publications. If some earlier 
events were omitted, it was that photographers or parishioners were not on hand at 
that particular time. Some parishioners did not make appointments for individual 
pictures: some members of groups or activities did not appear at the scheduled time 
for photos. Whatever omissions or neglicences were responsible, the Committee 
expresses its apologies and accepts the blame for its shortcomings. 


Lest the events of our celebration be forgotten, we restate them here as 
memorable occasions in this anniversary year: 


January: Msgr. Anthony Wassel, a native son of the parish, concelebrates the opening 
Mass together with our pastor, Fr. James Lofton. 


February: Potato Festival sponsored by Holy Cross School and prepared by parish 
workers. 


March: Lenten Conferences: Reflection on the new Cathechism of the Catholic 
Church given by Rev.William J. Onuscho. 


April: = Holy Week and Easter Liturgies; blessing of food baskets, photo sessions. 


May: — Trip to the Philadelphia production of The Phantom of the Opera, 
Pig Roast=-parish homecoming. 


June: Pilgrimage to the Shrine of the Sacred Heart, Harleigh, PA 

July: Children's Day at Knoebel's Grove; Children's bingo. 

August: Big Band Sound, Lithuianian Day cultural activities -- Kazka Dancers. 

September: Parish Mission: Week of September |0 -- spiritual preparation for 
Centennial Mass. by Fr. LaSalle, ofm. The Most Reverend Thomas |. Welsh 
concelebrate the Mass with Father Lofton, priest-sons of the parish, and 


regional and local clergy. Centennial Banquet at Pine View Acres after the 
liturgy. 
November: Cemetery Day: dedication of a monument in memory of aborted babies. 
Money raised by children of Holy Cross School. 
Bus trip to New York, Radio City Music Hall to see the Christmas Pageant. 


December: Closing ceremonies of the Centennial Year. 
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ORGANIZATION AND GROWTH OF SACRED HEART CHURCH 


The first record of New Philadelphia's Sanaa Jezaus 
Girdies Parapija was published in a 1945 Golden Jubilee 
commemorative book. The committee relied on recollections of 
the older residents to piece together a narrative, Stasys Bulota 
transcribed the story in Lithuanian and English. Memoirs of Kazys 
Virbyla provided an early account: "Having arrived in Shamokin 
in 1887 from Lithuania, I came to Cumbola in 1892 and found 
Saldziausios Jezaus Sirdies Lietuviu Drangija already in 
existence in nearby New Philadelphia. Their monthly meetings 
were held in a New Philadelphia public school house. Fifty New 
Philadelphians belonged to the Draugija, as well as 50 from 
Middleport and Cumbola. An additional 50 New Philadelphia 
Lithuanians who were not Draugija members brought the 
estimated Lithuanian population to 150 members." 

At this time, New Philadelphia's Catholics attended Holy 
Family territorial parish, To administer to the needs of the 
Lithuanian-speaking parishioners, the local pastor invited Rev. 
Simonas Pautienius of Mahanoy City to offer services in the 
Lithuanian language biannually. For each visit, he received a 
stipend of $10.00. The Mahanoy City priest encouraged the 
Lithuanians to organize a parish. At home and at work, they 
discussed building a church and first proposed the idea of an early 
summer meeting of the Draugya in 1894. 

President Antanas Valaitis proposed a vote and put $5.00 down 
on the table to seal his vote. The membership, however, 
considered it inappropriate at this time and declined his motion. 
The issue, was revived in 1895 during the tenure, of president 
Adomas Siaudys and secretary Vincas Vaitkunas. Siaudys invited 
the membership to vote for the organization of the parish. He 
asked for signatures backed by donations, no matter how small the 
amount. This time the proposal received a unanimous vote. It was 
considered the first collection to start the parish. 

Approval to establish the parish came not only from Draugija, 
but also from other Lithuanians of New Philadelphia, Cumbola 
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and Middleport. Many of the active workers for the parish were 
Cumbola residents, including Siaudys and Vaitkunas, who favored 
the church being built in Cumbola. However, since the greater 
Lithuanian colony lived in New Philadelphia, the church was built 
there. 

Under the sponsorship of Fr. Pautienius, they received 
preliminary legal permission from the Mt. Carmel prelate to begin 
proceedings. In the autumn of 1895, Fr. Pautienus arranged an 
appointment with the Most Rev. Patrick J. Ryan, archbishop of 
Philadelphia. 

The Draugija called a meeting at the school to select delegates 
to meet His Excellency. Jwenty- three of the 50 members came: 
Juozas Buckunas, Kazys Ciz4uskas, Antanas Cizauskas, Andrius 
Gibas, K. Grigalonis, Juozas Kuklys, Kazimieras Kasparas, Stasys 
Luksys, ,Vladas Lazauskas, Vincas Leskevicius Sr., Vincas 
Leskevicius Jr., Mikolas Mikusauskas, K. Norkus, V. Pitkus, 
Jeronimas Pilius. Jupzas Rutkaskas, Motiejus Supranavicius, V. 
Skripko, Adomas Sandys, Antanas Valaitis, Vincas Virbickas, 
Kazimieras Virbyla and Vincas Vaitkunas. The members present 
selected Mikusauskas, Siaudys and Vaitkunas to represent them. 

A meeting was called after the return of the delegates from 
Philadelphia. They assembled at the public school house. Old and 
young eagerly awaited the news. When the delegates triumphantly 
announced, 'His Excellency has graciously granted permission to 
organize a Lithuanian parish in New Philadelphia,’ many cried 
with tears of joy. They voted to name the parish "Saldziausios 
Jezaus Sirdies Parapija" in the spirit of the original society. 

Rev. Vincas Matulaitis, newly ordained in 1895, was appointed 
to assume pastoral duties. In addition to serving his Minersville 
parish, he sometimes traveled 7 miles to New Philadelphia on an 
old reliable bicycle. Gertrude Litvenn remembered stories of how 
her father, Mikolas Mikusauskas often hitched his horse and buggy 
to bring Fr. Matulaitis to New Philadelphia and to return him to 
Minersville. The priest held Mass and cathechetical instructions in 
the public school house. Even weddings took place at the old 
school house. 

In 1897, for $2,000.00, a small primitive church was 
constructed by the Lithuanians. The cemetery grounds were 


acquired for no cost from the Lehigh Coal and Navigation 
Company. However $500.00 was needed for fencing. A 
collection for this purpose was taken up at the wedding of Ponas ir 
Ponia Juozas Rimbavicius. At that time, Lithuanian wedding 
celebrations lasted at least 3 days. Within several days, they 
collected $200.00. The priest took that mount for the document 
fees, but then gave up the deal. 

In 1895 Rev. Albin Kaminskas replaced Fr. Matulaitis. He 
revived the effort to acquire cemetery land and during the next 
year purchased the grounds for $500.00. Lots were sold at $8.00 
each, payable at $1.00/month. 

Until the rectory was built in 1906, the parish priest boarded 
with parishioners. Thomas C. Shaudis recalled that Fr. Kaminskas 
had boarded for some time with the Siaudys family. The rectory 
was constructed for $6,000.00 while Father Kaminskas was pastor. 

Father Kaminskas was succeeded by Rev. Vincent Dargis from 
1909-1911 and then was reappointed. From 1912-1919 Fr. 
Vincent Matulaitis returned to Sacred Heart, followed by Rev. 
Michael Durickas who stayed until 1920 and then left for 
Lithuania. 

In the meantime, extraordinary efforts made the dream of a new 
church a reality. .To excavate the basement, each man offered 
several days labor without pay: Jonas Barkauskas, Stasys 
Barkauskas, Antanas Bendoravitius, Juozas Buckunas, Jonas 
Bubelis, A. Bulota, Jurgis Galeckas, Andrius Gibas, K. 
Grigaliunas, T. Grigaliunas, V. Jurkiunas, Antanas Kardisiaukas, 
Kazimieras Kasparas, A. Kisielius, S. Latorza, Vladas Lazauskas, 
Vincas Leskevifius Sr., Vincas Leskevitins, Stasys Luksys, Jurgis 
Lietuvninkas, M. iasionis Juozas Mickis, Juozas Mikionis, 
Mikolas Miklusevicius, Mikolas Mikusauskas, A. Matusevicius, B. 
Norkus, Jeronimas Pilius, V. Pitkus, S. Pautienius, J. Okevicius, A. 
Rumza, Juo ae Rutkauskas, J. Sadauskas, Jakimas Sasnauskas, 
Adomas Siaydys, J. Simonis, F. Sitkauskas, V. Skripka, 
Kazimieras mulkstys, Juozas Spylyngas, T. Sukvitis, Motiejus 
Supranavicius, J. Tatiliauskas, J. Vaicekauskas, L. Vaitekunas, 
Vincas Vaitkunas, Juozas Valinskas, P. Valiukevicius, Kazimieras 
Virbyla, V. Vasylius, Jonas Zerdeckas. Rotating shifts, those who 


worked in the mines on the night shift, dug the foundation during 
the daytime hours and vice versa. Others hauled the stones uphill. 

In July, 1901, at the site of the small primitive structure, a 
cornerstone was laid. The large crowd who witnessed the 
ceremony of its blessing included representatives of Lithuanian 
societies from Shenandoah and Mahanoy City. The church was 
completed by 1902. 

First impressions of the new structure were related by Stasys 
Bulota: " The fourth day after my arrival in New Philadelphia was 
a Sunday. After dinner, my cousin, Jakimas Sasnauskas invited 
me to attend afternoon vespers in the new church. When he said 
‘new church,' I observed great pride in his countenance. Later I 
noticed that all the parishioners were proud of their church in this 
same way. But with my first glance as a newcomer, I was not 
impressed. The church was plain and simple, unornamented. At 
vespers, attendance was sparse, only 22 people. The organist 
played chords with difficulty, while 6 young girls sang. I thought 
that the Lithuanian population must be small with only a handful 
at church. (I found out later that there were actually close to 1,000 
Lithuanians in the area.)" After vespers, Sasnauskas pointed out 
the very first church, at the site of the new structure. Supported by 
small wooden columns, it seemed unsturdy. My guide informed 
me that the parish already had a functional cemetery. In his 
conversation, Sasnauskas tried to convey the difficulty with which 
the Lithuanian pioneers had labored. ‘Stick by stick' they obtained 
a house of prayer where they could hear God's word in Lithuanian. 
He noted that the first ones here did not bring great wealth, had no 
academic education, and did not understand the country's 
language. In spite of all these handicaps, in the short span from 
1895-1902, they had invested $20,000.00 in the parish fund. Their 
labors yielded abundance because they worked in a unified effort 
(like a Lithuanian '‘talka') rather than for individual 
accomplishment." 

Bulota also recalled the first festive celebration in the new 
church, the blessing of the church bell, which had been purchased 
for $400.00. By invitation of Fr. Kaminskas, a visiting Polish 
missionary conducted the service. He preached a sermon in 
Polish, blessed the bell and from the altar proclaimed, 


"Dzwoni.dzwon! (Bell ring!)" The bell was rung three times and a 
small procession followed. They sang "Idzie, idzie Bog 
Prawdziwy. (Comes, comes the true Lord.)" 

In 1915, the church building was enlarged at the cost of 
$15,000.00 The three main stained glass windows was donated by 
Pius Narijauckas (Nativity), Adomas ir Jeva Szimaiziai 
(Crucifixion) and Motiejus Staneliunas (Jesus Teaching the 
Doctors in the Temple). The other windows depicted symbols of 
faith: a monstrance, the Lamb of God, Keys to the Kingdom, 
Sheaf of Wheat, Rosary, Holy Spirit, Veronica's Veil, Star of the 
Sea, Crown of Thorns, Pelican feeding her young, Immaculate 
Heart of Mary and Sacred Heart Inscription on the windows 
identified the donors: Jonas Katinskas, Vincas Katinskas, Vincas 
Leskevycius, Andrius Simonavycius, Antanas Matulevycius, Kazys 
Verbyla, Adomas Siaudys, Lenora ir Adam Sadlowski, Jokubas 
Jakubenas, Jokubas Alenskas, Adomas Laukaitis, Kun. Vincas 
Matulaitis, Parapijos Mergaiciu, Antanas Bendoraviczius, 
Boleslavas Pikelis. The Polish characters used to spell the names 
reflected the Lithuanian Press Ban in effect from 1864-1904. 
Since schooling and printing in the Lithuanian language was 
forbidden under czarist oppression of Lithuania, they used Polish 
phonetics. 

On November 1, 1916, President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed 
Lithuanian Donation Day. According to the parish records, 
Lithuanians of the vicinity responded by collecting $600.00 
towards the Independence movement in Lithuania. 

In May, 1920, k Stanley C. Musuras induced an 
extraordinary growth in the development of the parish. His first 
project was the repayment of a $14,000.00 debt incurred by former 
pastors. Father Musuras introduced movies as a fund raiser. 
Becoming a licened movie operator, he featured motion picture 
shows in the church basement every Sunday evening. A Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer brochure cites Fr. Musuras as a "Pioneer of the 
motion picture industry from the silent days." 

Before his theological studies at Loretto College and St. Charles 
Seminary in Overbrook, Father Musuras had studied civil 
engineering. He was as adept with handling a hammer as he was 


eloquent preaching from the pulpit. He recognized the need to 
replace old wooded supports in the church with steel. 
In 1923, he had a new 2-manual pipe organ installed in the 
choir loft, and then redecorated the church interior for $15,000.00. 
Frances Shervilla remembered the joyous christening of the 
pipe organ. "Different colored streamers were attached to 
represent the various donations. The celebration was very festive." 

His most progressive idea was a plan for a parochial school. A 
parish meeting of 200 supported the project, 1 rejected it, and 4 
abstained from voting. Again the land was obtained from the 
Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company which had been the site of a 
duck pond. He again had an uphill struggle to obtain the land, 
having to walk to Coaldale for an appointment. He would not 
leave the office until he confirmed a meeting. Officials wanted 
him to buy the property at the top of the hill, but he foresaw the 
impracticality of this idea and held out for the present site. 

On September 10, 1925, ground was broken for the new school 
and Sister's convent. One hundred nine tons of steel girders were 
used. According to another contractor's estimate, the 
$150,000.000 school was built for $110,000.00 Because Father 
Musuras was both contractor and supervisor, he saved the parish 
$40,000.00. The cornerstone for Sacred Heart School was laid in 
October, 1926 with the Most Rev. Gerald P. O'Hara officiating. 

In response to the invitation of Fr. Musuras, Mother Maria 
Kaupas first sent the Sisters of St. Casimir to Sacred Heart School 
in August, 1928. When Fr. Musuras became afflicted with 
arthritis, the Bishop appointed curates to assist him with the 
administration of the growing parish. Rev. Dominic Miksys 
served from 1934-36 and then, in 1937, the newly ordained Rev. 
Joseph C. Gaudinskas, a Shenandoah native was appointed. 
Besides being involved in spiritual concerns, he promoted parish 
activities, picnics and card parties to defray the parish debt. He 
served at Sacred Heart until 1950. 

In addition Fr. Gaudinskas, Rev. John Gibas, also from 
Shenandoah, was assigned to Sacred Heart Church from 1945-46. 
Succeeding Fr. Gibas as assistant pastors were: 

From 1946 to 47, Rev. Solomon J. Mazerka 

From 1947 to 55, Rev. Albin Bielskis 


From 1950 to 52, Rev. Leon Peck 

In 1952, Rev. Casimir J. Rakauskas was appointed 
administrator, serving until 1964. Father Musuras, however, 
remained Pastor. During his administration, the parish renovated 
the church and rectory for $45,000.00. The Ascension and 
Assumption murals in the sacristy were removed. The chandelier 
was dismantled. Ceiling murals were added: Sacred Heart, 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Jesus the Divine Physician, St. 
Casimir, St. Francis of Assisi, King David, St. Cecelia, Our Lady 
of Fatima, Our Lady of Giace, and Our Lady of Vilnius with the 
grand ducal coronet. This Lady of Vilnius from the 16th Century 
was also known to Lithuanians as the Gate of Dawn (Ausros Vartai 
Marija). The painting signifies Mary as Grand Princess of 
Lithuania, and became known for its miraculous character. In 
1927, Pope Pius XI allowed the original painting to be crowned 
and granted the title, Mother of Mercy. November 16 was 
assigned as her feast. (Reproductions sometimes bear the state 
seal of Poland and Lithuania, since the Lithuanian-Polish 
commonwealth had been established in 1529.) 

Parish devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary was 
outwardly displayed in the construction of the Lady of Fatima 
shrine during the 1954 Marian Year, The three shepherd children 
and their sheep kneel in prayer before Mary as a réminder of the 
First Saturday promise of Our Lady. 

The cemetery was enlarged and the road relocated and paved. 
Parking lot and playground adjacent to the school were also paved. 
In 1959, the Sacred Heart Women's Guild was organized. 
In 1959, a Baldwin electronic organ console was purchased. 
Assistants to Rev. Rakauskas were: 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Francis J. Statkus (1955-56) 
Rev. William Vezis (1956-59) 
Rev. Joseph KuZminkskas (1961-62) 
Rev. Jerome Bagdonis (1962-63) 
Rev. Alvin Bielskis (1963-64) 

Rev. Alphonse Babonas (1964-1966). 

In January, 1961, the parish became part of the Diocese of 
Allentown. 


In 1962, Fr. Rakauskas celebrated his 25th anniversary in the 
priesthood with a Jubilee Mass followed by a dinner-dance 
program. Shortly after this, on November 28, 1963, following a 
period of ill health, Fr. Rakauskas died. 

Rev. Neverauskas (who became Monsignor in 1977) was 
appointed administrator in January, 1964. 

Promoting devotion to Our Lady of Fatima, he led a procession 
with children costumed as the Fatima child, recited a rosary and 
presented a floral bouquet at the BVM altar as the "Ave de Fatima" 
was sung on the first Saturday of each month. 

Father Neverauskas helped the parish adapt to changes directed 
by. the Vatican II Council, Father moved the altar to face the 
congregation. 

He had hearing aid devices installed in the confessionals and 
renovated the Sisters' Convent. He expanded the cemetery and had 
the trees cut down. 

In 1968, red carpet was laid in the sanctuary of the church. 

Declining enrollment in the school produced a sharing school 
facility in alternating grades with Holy Family during the 1967-68 
school year. 

With financial foresight, Fr. Neverauskas transformed the 
unfinished basketball court in the school basement into a social 
hall, available for rentals. 

The annual parish picnic, however, was phased out in July, 
1968. 

In 1969, Fr. Neverauskas appointed Anthony Lucas Jr., Thomas 
Nawrocki, Robert Newton, Anthony Pytko, Joseph Shatus, Thomas 
Shaudis, Bud Snukis, and Ray Taylor as the parish Executive 
Committee. 

The Executive Committee appointed a Youth Committee: 
Robert Davis, Peter D. Dunchick, Joanne Spudis and Margaret 
Valinsky. 

The first Parish Council members were elected by balloting: 
Joseph Braukus, Elizabeth Burke, Frank Fuss, Joseph Konsko, 
Mary Kreydt, Ed Krull, Gertrude Litvenn, Robert Morris, Joseph 
Shevokas, Michael Shimkus, Anna Smetana, Helen Spudis, Al 
Socks., Eleanor Stenulis, Leo Stess and Daniel Wassel. 


On June 1, 1969, the parish celebrated the Golden Jubilee of 
Fr. Masuras' ordination to the priesthood. A Jubilee Mass was 
held in Sacred Heart Church, followed by a program and dinner- 
dance in the school hall. 

A Diamond Jubilee was initiated in 1970, but Father 
Neverauskas was changed to Shenandoah. 

Rev. Theodore S. Macunas, assistant pastor from 1964, was 
appointed administrator. Fr. Macunas completed plans for the 
Diamond Jubilee celebration. The Diamond Jubilee Mass was 
celebrated by the Most Rev. Joseph McShea, Bishop of Allentown, 
and was followed by a program and dinner dance in the school 
hall. 

On March 4, 1973, St. Casimir's feast day, the parish mourned 
the death of Father Musuras. 

In November, 1973, a fund raising bazaar was initiated. The 
sale of ethnic foods, handcrafted goods, "white elephant" items 
and chances on handmade quilts and afghans netted a sizeable 
profit and provided the parish with a pre-Thanksgiving social. 

In 1976, a New Philadelphia Bicentennial committee planned 
an Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service to be held on a rotating 
schedule at the three churches in the borough through the co- 
operation of Father Theodore Macunas, Rev Robert Fagan from 
Holy Family and Rev. Rodney Stoner from United Methodist. It 
was sponsored by Sacred Heart in 1978, 1981, 1984, 1987, 1990, 
and 1993. 

From 1978-79, Rev. Henry Paul OSFS, Order of St. Francis de 
Sales, served the parish in an interim appointment. He started a 
memorial donation program to renovate the church basement for 
use as an additional social hall. He removed the altar rail in the 
church sanctuary in 1978 and encouraged the formation of Youth 
Clubs. 

Father Robert J. Potts was welcomed to Sacred Heart Church in 
May, 1979 The parishioners felt doubly blessed to discover his 
talents of keeping the faith community solvent at a time of 
financial instability in addition to his spirituality. 

Thursday night Bingo games were introduced in October, 1979 
to accumulate a savings fund for repairs to the church. Fr. John 
Luksys of St. Francis of Assissi Church in Minersville, offered 


invaluable assistance in starting the project. Specializing in an 
ethnic foods kitchen, the Bingo workers rejuvenated community 
spirit to build up the parish. 

In April 1980, feasibility studies from Quandel Associates of 
Minersville and Hanover of Bethlehem concluded that the old 
church edifice required extensive reconstruction. The walls fell 
out of plumb 5-7 inches. Repairs would cost $600,000 vs. 
$500,000 for a new structure. 

According to diocesan regulation 50% of the building cost was 
required to be on hand before construction could begin. Opinions 
were tabulated in a survey as to whether or not parishioners 
would support a decision to build a new church. Although many 
favored repairing the old building, they supported a decision to 
build. 

Some were apprehensive that a new building would signal a 
merger of churches within the community but Fr. Potts reassured 
the council that Canon Law prohibits dissolving a self-sufficient 
parish. . 

Bishop Joseph McShea of Allentown granted permission for 
Sacred Heart to build a new structure to accommodate its 375 
families. 

Hardworking BINGO and kitchen workers provided financial 
backing, but more funding would be necessary. Voluntary 
donations and memorials were solicited rather than assessed. 

The Council visited recently built local churches for decision- 
making ideas. Fr. Stanley Luksys of Sts. Peter and Paul in 
Tamaqua, Fr. William E. Jones of St. Vincent's in Minersville and 
Fr. Francis J. Schuster of St. Ambrose in Schuylkill Haven hosted 
the visitors. 

At a Council meeting, Fr. Stephen Halabura, who had 
supervised the building of 2 diocesan churches, advised them " to 
balance beauty with engineering." 

The Council voted to build on the parking lot with a church 
entrance facing East, symbolic of the Resurrection. 

Eight designs were submitted. An octagonal shape was chosen 
as best suited to the slope and contour of the land. In addition, 
early Christian churches and baptisteries were 8-sided to signify 
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the 8th day of creation -- a new creation in Christ. Plans included 
an inclined ramp access to the entrance. 

Contracts were awarded to Penn Construction Company of 
Harrisburg as builders, Vincent R.J. Castellano of Berwick as 
artist, Frank L. Janesch of Coopersburg as architect, WEB of 
Temple for heating, plumbing and electrical work and Bob Swoyer 
as air conditioning and heating engineer. 

Swirled-line stained glass windows were designed by 
Castellano. The sweeping curves represented clouds and sky in 
flowing movement. Although the Diocesan Building Commission 
felt that a large window above the altar would be too distracting, 
Fr. Potts convinced them it would be devotional. Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary, wife of Cleopas and St. John beneath the 
Cross, figures from the old church, would be added to the design. 
The corpus and cross were newly designed. 

Over the entrance, the stained glass Nativity scene from the old 
church was incorporated as a medallion in a new window setting. 
A bright yellow star pulsates above it. 

The narrow side windows feature symbolic scrolls: Ave Maria, 
Joseph the carpenter, Chi Rho, (Jesus Christ), and Alpha and 
Omega (the Beginning and End). 

The tabernacle, rectangular altar lectern and baptistry were 
designed by Castellano. The Sacred Heart of Jesus and the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary embellish the main altar. 

In the sanctuary, wood sculpted reliefs depict sacramental life. 
Suspended above the baptistry is a carved panel symbolizing the 
Baptism of Jesus. These reliefs were later changed by Father 
Lofton to a bas-relief of the Holy Family. Above the tabernacle 
hangs a ceramic relief symbolizing the Eucharistic bread and wine. 

Two sacristies were recessed behind the sanctuary walls. 
Raspberry carpets line the sanctuary platform, aisles and stairways. 

The statuary and stations were carved of linden wood by 
Mussner S. Vincenzo of Ortisei, Italy. 

Alcoves behind the statues and celebrants chair were made of 
oak parquetry. A niche to the rear of the church display small 
statues of the parish patrons: St. Theresa, the Little Flower, 
bestowing a rose as a heavenly favor, St. Anthony, St. Casimir, 
patron of Lithuania, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Ann, Mother of 
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Mary, teaching her of the presence of God as she gestures 
heavenward, and St. Jude, Patron of Hopeless Cases. 

A carpeted choir loft was built to accommodates about 30 
singers. Two spacious closets were included to store music 
supplies. Another closet houses the heat pump equipment. The 
Conn cathedral console with transposer and speaker was purchased 
from Terrace Music Center, Pottsville. The choir loft has only one 
entrance stairway because the area does not exceed 400 square 
feet. 

Inspirational framed prints of Madonna and Child, the Trinity, 
Jesus and the Children and Frances Hook's "Carpenter" are hung at 
each landing. 

An entrance plaza fronts the vestibule of the church with 2 urns 
from the old Fatima shrine holding baskets of fuchsia. 

The reconciliation room is located opposite the priests' sacristy 
and a servers' area adjoins it. An usher's room, maintenance room 
and rest room are accessible from the lobby. 

The original Infant of Prague and Sacred Heart statues, as well 
as the marble holy water fonts, from the old church are located in 
the lobby. 

At the lower level is St. Joseph's meeting room with 
kitchenette, storage area, lavatory and facilities for air 
conditioning mechanisms. 

Landscaping was begun by Anthony Sockel of Allentown. 
Later, under the supervision of Frank Fuss, the grounds were 
beautified with forsythia, birch, juniper, holly, azaleas, 
rhododendron, mountain laurel and other shrubs planted by Tony 
Pytko, Bob Bender, Joseph Braukus and Frank Polansky. 

The Fatima shrine was dismantled, thoroughly cleaned and re- 
set at to the right of the church grounds. 

An 8 foot tall Lithuanian wayside shrine was erected to the left 
of the church. Its 4 foot cross bar supports the body of Christ. The 
corpus is tented by a sloped roof. INRI and a victors crown are 
carved above. Symbols of fish and loaves and S curves frame the 
corpus. Grapes and vines are intertwined. The redwood cross is 
enclosed by a fence with rounded slats. Ruta, symbol of purity 
and an essential ingredient of every Lithuanian garden, is planted 
inside the fence. 


Mounted on top of the school are speakers for the Schulmerich 
carillon which invites the community to worship at pre-set times 
and rings the Angelus. 

Outdoor lighting spotlights the shrines and entrances. 

Ground breaking ceremonies began on March 4, 1984, 
proclaimed by Pope John Paul II as the 500th anniversary of the 
death of St. Casimir, patron of Lithuania 

Local clergy, Rev. Stephen Halabura of St. Stanislaus, 
Minersville, Rev. Paul Puza of St. Anthony, Cumbola, Rev. 
William O'Donnell of Holy Family and Rev. Rodney Stoner 
(United Methodist) were invited to participate. The presidents of 
each parish organization, local superior of the Sisters of St. 
Casimir, Sister Regis, SSC, youth representatives, Christopher 
Nawrocki and Joanne Nebroskie and parishioners also witnessed 
the turning over of the first spadeful of dirt to initiate the project. 
A Scripture service and Benediction of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament were held. A social followed. 

Construction began as the weather permitted and proceeded at a 
frantic pace up until the official dedication day. 

On Wednesday, November 21, 1984, the New Philadelphia 
Community Ecumenical Service was held for the last time at the 
old Sacred Heart Church. 

Joseph Thomas Veen Jr. was baptized on Saturday, November 
24, 1984, the last day the old church was open. 

On November 25, 1984, the Most Rev. Thomas J. Welsh, 
Bishop of Allentown, anointed the new altar with holy oil, 
incensed and blessed the four corners.during the dedication of the 
-new church. Mass was concelebrated by Bishop Welsh, Fr. Potts 
and Fr. James Collery. A coffee social for parishioners and guests 
followed at Sacred Heart Hall. 

The decision to raze the old church was approved by the Bishop 
and a letter of intent to use the ground as a community park was 
received from the New Philadelphia Borough Council. Donors of 
items in the old church were invited to claim them. The remainder 
were sold at an auction on August 10, 1985. 

Rev. James Lofton arrived at Sacred Heart in October, 1985, a 
year which preceded his silver jubilee in the priesthood of May, 
1986. 
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He began an ambitious agenda of renovations for the parish 
properties. The rectory was remodeled and redecorated - 
sycamore trees were removed to smooth the pavements 
surrounding the rectory. The landscaping was improved. 

Outside Sacred Heart Church, the old church bell was 
enshrined as a tribute to the parish founders. Inside the church, a 
new Rogers organ from Buch Company, Ephrata, PA took its place 
along with mini keyboard and sound equipment to embellish 
accompaniment of congregational and choral singing. 

A life-size wooden sculpture of "Rupintojelis" (a meditative, 
worried figure of Christ) was placed to the right of the sanctuary. 
The carving was produced in the Lithuanian traditional style by 
Rev. Majai, a Polish National priest from Rome, New York. A 
new crucifix was also placed behind the altar. 

In 1994, to secure the cemetery grounds, protective metal 
locking gates were installed. They were donated as a memorial to 
Robert Shewokis, Sr. 

A Franciscan, Fr. LaSalle, a personal friend of Fr. Lofton, offers 
spiritual guidance to the parishioners. He conducts Forty Hours, 
retreats and other spiritual renewal services at various times 
throughout the year. 

Under Fr. Lofton's leadership, the celebration plans for the 
Parish Centennial Year in 1995 materialized and have guided us to 
the present time. 


IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY CHAPEL 


About 1880, the first Lithuanian pioneers came to Middleport. 
Proximity to Kaska Colliery was the attraction. The small number 
of settlers kept in close contact with their friends in New 
Philadelphia. Middleport Lithuanians promoted various religious 
and political ventures in New Philadelphia. Many of them helped 
in the building of Sacred Heart Church: J. Barkauskas, J. Bubel, B. 
Norkus, J, Sadauskas, M. Tamulevage, J. Vaicekauskas and P. 
Walukavage. According to the Golden Jubilee records, the first 
Lithuanians in Middleport were Jonas Kolanta, Jonas Bubelis, 
Juozas Barkauskas, Petras Apolski, Petras Daukgys, R. Razvickas, 
M. Austrauskas, Andrius Simonavicius, M. Tamelevicius, J. 
Vaicekauskas, J. Kotke, J. Kaspara, B. Norkus, J. Bubnys, Boles 
Onevicius, V. Genunas, V. Dabravolskis, A. Racaitis, L. Sukvietis 
and J. Alexskas. 

In 1904, they were organized in the Sv. Vaclovo Draugija 
which existed until about 1925. They also formed a Susivienymo 
Lietuviu Rymo Kataliku, Amerikos and Susvienymo Lietuviu 
Amerikos organizations. 

In 1946, Sacred Heart parishioners residing in Middleport, 
received permission from Cardinal Dennis Dougherty to have 
Mass said in their own town. At first, Mass was celebrated in the 
Greek Catholic Church. Serious consideration was given to the 
idea of building their own chapel. 

In the spring of 1948, the site for the new chapel was selected 
and by 1949, the Middleport Chapel was built. 

The mosaic of Our Lady, altar railings, sanctuary flooring and 
Stations of the Cross were made of imported materials. Windows 
and pews were crafted by skilled artisans. 

Responsibility for the administration of the chapel rested in the 
hands of the pastor of Sacred Heart Church.. 

On August 19, 1951, the Most Rev. J. Carroll McCormick 
blessed and consecrated the Immaculate Heart of Mary Chapel as a 
public reminder of the message of Our Lady of Fatima. 

When the church was first built, card parties, bingo games, 
summer block parties and chances were sponsored to defray the 
debt. In summer, block parties were held at the church grounds. 


15 


The Middleport parishioners and their families pitched in to make 
them a financial success. Committees were headed by: Vincent 
Verbilla, Edward Pitkus, Pauline Skripata, Alice Wensus, Anna 
Petrush, Mike Petrush, Charles Petrush, Anna Shopinsky, Emma 
and Walter Weiss, Bernard and Helen Yuhas, Mary Sadusky, 
Sadusky brothers, Martha Slota, Dan and Adele Rolenaitis, Anna 
Chikarda, Helen Bernitsky, Helen Songila, Mrs. Benedict and Mrs. 
Kilousky. 

Mass was held weekly. When Father Musuras was able, Joseph 
Shelonis brought him to Middleport to say an extra Mass on 
Saturdays. 

Helen Yuhas remembered that Lithuanian customs were 
promoted at the chapel during the pastorate of Fr. Musuras. In 
particular, the Zolines blessing of flowers on August 15th was an 
important tradition when the chapel was first built. "The ladies 
left their bouquets to be blessed on the altar. My grandmother was 
still living then. It was really a big thing." 

Anna Petrush was caretaker of the chapel from its beginning 
until she became ill in the 1970's. She decorated the altars and 
cleaned the chapel. These responsibilities were then shared by 
Emma Weiss, Theresa Yeastedt, Helen Yuhas and David, John and 
Mark Rice. 

Volunteer organists who have served at the chapel were: Rose 
Marie Verbilla, Mary Ann Verbilla, Mary Yuhas, John Rice, David 
Rice, Sharon Wascavage, Mary Jane Spotts, Susan Paukstis, and 
presently Brother Joseph Zutelis. 

Choir members from past years were: Helen Yuhas, Virginia 
Yuhas, Mary Yuhas, Maggie Tarconish, Mary Ann Verbilla and 
Joan Verbilla. 

In the mid-1970's, Jacqueline Rigney organized a Girls 
Christmas Choir to enhance the liturgy at the Chapel. 

Some improvements to the building were recently made. In 
1979, Fr. Paul repaired the roof over the sacristy for $2,000.00. In 
1981, Fr. Potts installed new front steps. 

Jean Evans, a Middleport resident, donated additional patriotic 
and Christmas tapes for the automatic chimes in 1978. 

Fr. Lofton repainted and added new carpet to the Chapel. He 
also installed an efficient new heating system. 
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Vocations to the Religious Life 
Sisters of St. Casimir: w, 
Sister M. Joseph (Elizabeth Cizauskas), 2nd Superior General 
Sister M. Andrea (Genevieve Cizauskas) 
Sister M. Consuela (Alice Cizauskas) 
Sister Felicita (Mary Kizius) 
Sister Mary Lee Supernavage 
Sister Margaret Ann (Catherine Melevage) 
Sister Helen Gredd 
Sister Adele Yutsus 
Sister M. Alberta (Albina Kubilius) 
Sister M. Adrian ( Elizabeth Urbanavage) 
Sister M. Rosita (Angeline Paplauskas) 
Sister M. Georgine (Theresa Cizauskas) 
Sister M. Helene (Isabel Chernesky) 
Other vocations to the sisterhood: 
Sister M. Chesla (Anna Powell), Confratemnity of St. Bernardine, 
Reading, PA 
Sister M. Catherine Dobilas, Sister of St. Dorothy, Staten 
Island, NY 
Sister M. Carol Taylor, Sister of the Holy Family of 
Nazareth, Philadelphia, PA 
Priesthood ordinations: 
Rev. John Luk&ys and Rev. Stanley Luksys, twins (1940) 
Rev. Mr. (Deacon) Sylvester Suzadail (1946) 
Rev. Frank Aukakalnis (1940) 
Rev. John Tamulonis (1951) 
Rev. Eugene Wassel (1952) 
Rev. Anthony Dranginis ( 1956) 
Rev. Anthony G is (1959) 
Rev. Anthony Wassel (1960) 
Rev. Stephen Halabura (1961) 
Rev. Joseph Shamonsky (1964) 
Rev. Joseph Shelonis (1974) 
Rev. Francis Baransky (1979) 
Brotherhood: 
Brother Joseph Zutelis, Brothers of Holy Cross (1950) 


Brother Damien (Albert Mitchell) SCJ, SacredHeart Fathers and 
Brothers (1964) 
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SACRED HEART CHOIR 


In 1904, the Parish Choir was organized and directed by 
Professor J. Shimkus. First members included: A. Jakaitis, S. 
Bulota, P. Zeleneckas, Krisius Vaisieta, Anna Wassel, Anna 
Jurkunas, Anna Kweder, Anna Grigaliunas, Mary Valinskas and 
Pauline Grigaliunas. Prior to this, Ms. Regina Devine of Cumbola 
served as organist, followed by J. Lankelis, A. Jonalis and A. 
Stankevicius. 

According to Stasys Bulota, our parish historian, getting 
Lithuanian hymnals was a problem so they translated hymns from 
Polish to Lithuanian. On Christmas morning of 1906, an 11 
member men's chorus, directed by Krisius Vaisieta, performed 
their new musical arrangements. Fr. Kaminskas was so impressed, 
he invited the 11 to his home for dinner that day. 

In 1910 Antanas Gudaitis became organist and choir director. 
A junior and senior group were formed. Rehearsals were held in 
the church basement. In addition to their liturgical services, the 
members presented at least 10 theatrical productions. The Senior 
choir produced musical comedies while the Junior Group 
presented religious drama. 

Gudaitis taught catechetical classes on Saturdays, trained altar 
boys and prepared students to receive the sacraments. At that 
time, the customary age for First Communicants was 10-12 years 
of age. In addition to their catechism lessons, these elementary 
students were also taught Lithuanian reading and writing. 

A former student of Gudaitis, Helen Ganis, remembers his 
being "very strict with his classes, -- but the plays were very 
enjoyable. Everyone wore costumes and had a lot of fun." 

When Gudaitis returned to Lithuania in 1927, Fr. Musuras took 
over the production of "Pilot's Daughter (Piloto Dukte)" with the 
Junior Group. After this performance, theatrical interest waned, 
except for the school plays. 

Sacred Heart Adult Choir enjoyed an enviable reputation in 
Schuylkill County. Forty Hours liturgy at Sacred Heart was 
elaborate. The choir sang the festive Stearns' Vespers in 4-part 
harmony, competed in August 15 Lithuanian Day programs and 
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were invited to sing at concerts and minstrels in Mahanoy City, 
Hazleton and Shenandoah. 

The choir held summer picnics at locally known picnic spots 
"behind the cemetery" or "on the way to Middleport" or "Kunkel's. 
Besides enjoying refreshments, the group sang informally and 
some members played their fiddles. 

While summer outings remained fashionable, the parish 
sponsored an annual picnic for the 4th of July. These were held at 
the New Philadelphia Town Square (at the junction of the 
Schuylkill River and Silver Creek), Walters' Hall or Billie's Hill. 
The ladies cooked their specialities at home and carried them 
downtown to Valley Street to sell for the benefit of the parish. 

The parish also celebrated the "Dainu diena" in late August. In 
winter, they looked forward to "sokiu vakarelis." 

As far back as 1915. Sacred Heart sponsored a Thanksgiving 
banquet, which was held in the church basement. The ladies of the 
parish cooked and served the supper. Food preparation included 
plucking and cleaning the chickens. Following the meal, a dance 
would be held at Nirosky's Hall. After the school was built, the 
Thanksgiving festivities were held in the auditorium. 

Until Gudaitis left, much of the social life of the parish 
centered around choir activities. ; 

Organists who sugceeded Gudaitis were: V. Daunora, J. 
Slapelis, J. Yanuskevicius, and Joseph Sabaitis who became 
organist when Yanuskevicius accepted a musical opportunity in 
Boston, Massachusetts. 

After the school was opened, a third choir of Sacred Heart 
School pupils were formed. They were instructed by the Sisters 
and Joseph Sabaitis. Sister Melvina and Thaddea also were 
organists. 

When Sabaitis became ill in 1961, Sister Joanella, the school 
principal substituted but then asked Rita Shevokas, a music 
student, to play for daily Masses and Sundays. In the late 1960' s, 
music students Elaine Krull, Victoria Caldwell and Ann Marie 
Shevokas were encouraged by Fr. Neverauskas to share 
responsibilities of the parish organist. At this time membership of 
the Adult Choir dwindled. It assembled only for special occasions, 
such as a Jubilee or First Mass. 
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In 1973, preceding his ordination, Rev. Joseph Shelonis asked 
former choir members and friends to form a choir for his First 
Mass. He invited Rev. Mr. Joseph DeSantis from Mary 
Immaculate Seminary to train and direct them. A choir of 23 
members was organized! After the First Mass, Fr. Macunas asked 
the group to continue as a parish choir. He appointed Elaine 
Dalvet, organist and Rita Shevokas, director. Present members 
are: Helen Abrams, Esther Bartashus, Joseph Bartashus, Alice 
Dunchick, Michele Gustas, Ann Marie Keyes, Eleanor Krull, 
Genevieve Matalavage, David Shevokas, Joseph Shevokas, Stella 
Shevokas, Eleanor Sockalosky, Sharon Paroby, Lorraine Farrell, 
Dale Bonenberger, Marge Shamonsky and trustees Josie 
Arminavage, Peter D. Dunchick, Regina Morris, Edward P. 
Shamonsky and Patricia Snyder, who is also librarian. 

In 1978, a folk guitar group of young adults was organized by 
Ann Marie Shevokas: Nadine Marchetti, Eddie Morris, Ann 
Nawrocki, Trisha Piel, David Shevokas and Rita Shevokas were 
members. The Junior Choir for elementary school children was 
also re-activated in 1978. Members prepared special liturgies for 
Christmas, Easter, First Holy Communion and special occasions. 
Student musicians had the opportunity to participate in the 
ministry of music by singing and playing guitars or organ. 

Officers were: 

President, Stacey Harvilicz, 

Vice-President, Lora Dunchick 

Secretary, Susan Paukstis 

Treasurer, Becky Poplosky 

Librarian, Rachel Villella. 
Other members were: Amy Canfield, Stacey Dunchick, Jamie 
Eckert, Jennifer Eckert, Nancy Ann Keyes, Michelle Lubinsky, 
Deanna Paukstis, James Paukstis, William Paukstis, Drue 
Poplosky, Janel Shamonsky and Amy Snukis. 

Today, the present choir sings for special occasions, Jubilee 

Celebrations, Christmas, Easter, Holy Communion, etc. Dale 
Bonenberger and Nancy Ann Keyes also serve as organists. 
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SACRED HEART SCHOOL 


Cardinal Dennis Dougherty, in his congratulatory letter for his 
parish's Golden Jubilee, praised the efforts of the parishioners who 
"even in hard times did their best to maintain religion and see to it 
that the faith, which was brought from abroad, flourished among 
their persecuted race and was transmitted to their posterity." 

Sharing this goal of the parishioners and putting the ideal in 
action were the Sisters of St. Casimir from Chicago, Illinois, 
whose ministry was to provide Lithuanian teachers for Lithuanian 
children, to keep them in their faith and to train them for work in 
the world. 

Fr. Albin Kaminskas of New Philadelphia was an early 
supporter of the Sisters of St. Casimir. In 1910, he made an 
offering of a small organ for the Sisters' Motherhouse in Chicago. 

Sisters of St. Casimir from Chicago, Illinois were approached 
to provide Lithuanian teachers for Lithuanian children. Father 
Musuras extended this invitation which was accepted in 1928. 
Four teachers and one housekeeper resided at the convent: Srs. 
Estelle, Dionysia, Filiothea and Postulant Antoinette (Sister Mary 
Herman) and the principal, Sister Maria Anna. 

Actual operation of the school began during the 1928-29 school 
year. Sister Helen Gredd explained the development: " Initially 
the school opened for grades 1 - 4, but on account of a strike 
affecting the public school, an additional classroom for grades 5-6 
was opened in January of that year. The class was taught in the 
present school kitchen. The school's total enrollment was 346 
students. The next year seventh grade was added. Some seventh 
graders were given high school entrance examinations and passed 
with high averages. Among them were: (Rev.) Stanley Luksys, 
(Rev.) John Luksys, (Dr.) Leo Shaudis, DDS, Genevieve Overka, 
Anna Tamalavage, and Julia Rolenaitis. A few seventh graders 
were promoted to eighth grade as their replacements: Michael 
Bender, (Rev.) Anthony Dranginis (Sr.), Helen Gredd and Julia 
Tamalavage. The first class of 14 eight graders graduated i in 1931. 
Tuition was fifty cents a month." 
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Genevieve Overka Spudis described the first girls’ uniforms: 
"They were similar to postulants' habits - navy blue serge, long- 
sleeved dresses. They had box pleats in the front and back of the 
skirt. We clipped the stiff white collars to the back of the dress 
and tied them in the front." 

During the 1930's, 10 sisters were assigned to Sacred Heart 
School, giving piano lessons, directing plays, drills and programs 
in English and Lithuanian. They trained the altar boys and 
sponsored the BVM Sodality. The school choir attained its Golden 
Age of musical achievement, under the direction of Sr. Alphonsa. 
At rehearsals after school, during recess and at lunchtime, the girls 
were trained to sing "Missa Brevis" or "Mass of the Angels" in 4 
part harmony. Melodious descants were sung in Lithuanian and 
English. 

In addition to academic subjects, Lithuanian classes were 
conducted for first and second generation students. Prayers and 
sacramental preparation were also taught in Lithuanian. The 
customary salutation "Garbe Jezui Kristui!" (Praised be Jesus 
Christ!) and response "Per Amzius. Amen.: (Forever and ever. 
Amen.) resounded in the classroom whenever a visitor entered and 
"Sudievu" (God be with you), when he left. 

Mary Ann Wensus, granddaughter of parish historian Kazys 
Virbyla, recalled the Lithuanian language being used at Sacred 
Heart School during the late 1940's. "We learned plays in 
Lithuanian. In the lower elementary grades, even our recess games 
were Lithuanian circle dances and singing games conducted by the 
Sisters." 

Pious customs were encouraged. In Advent, the children were 
taught to fill a cradle with straws for the Christ Child. Each straw 
represented a sacrifice. "Spiritual bouquets" were made by 
offering Masses, Communions and prayers for the pastor or 
parents and given as gifts on feast days and holy days. 

The students anticipated St. Casimir's Day each year. After 
singing "“Sventas Kazimierai," at the school program, the pastor 
would declare a school holiday in honor of the Sister's feast day. 

Altar boys and sodality girls kept a visit of kneeling hours for 
Holy Thursday, Cood Friday and Forty Hours. 
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For Decoration Day (May 30), school children decorated graves 
with home-made bouquets of wild honeysuckle, ferns and other 
seasonal flowers. 

At the end of the school year, the altar boys and sodality girls 
were treated to a picnic. Picnics were first held at local groves, 
such as "Little Lietuva"; later, both groups combined for a trip to a 
nearby amusement park. 

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception on December 8 was 
regarded as a special holy day by the Sodalists. They anticipated 
receiving a statue or religious gift from their moderator each year 
on that day. 

For the 1967-68 school year, Sacred Heart and Holy Family 
School shared academic facilities because of declining enrollment. 
Sacred Heart faculty conducted classes for grades 1, 3, 5 and 7 
while Holy Family had grades 2, 4, 6 and 8. In 1972, the Sisters of 
Mercy from Dallas, PA, discontinued their mission at Holy Family, 
therefore, Sacred Heart, Holy Family and St. Anthony (Cumbola) 
merged. In 1973, the school was renamed Holy Cross School by 
Bishop McShea. The three parishes share operational costs on a 
student "per capita" basis and use the Sacred Heart School 
building. 

Principals appointed to Sacred Heart School and Holy Cross 


School have been: 
Sr. Maria Anna (1928-31) 
Sr. Theophila (1931-33) 
Sr. M. Genevieve Cepukaitis (1933-34) 
Sr. M. Perpetua (1934-35) 
Sr. M. Barbara (1935-41) 
Sr. M. Aquiline (1941-44) 
Sr. M. Andrea (1944-50) 
Sr. M. Emma (1950-52) 
Sr. M. Clarissa (1952-58) 
Sr. M. Joanella (1958-63) 
Sz. M. Josita (1963-67) (Sr. Regina Sitkus) 
Sr. M. Miriam (1967-71) 
Sr. M. Louise Andrulionis (1971-74) 
Sr. M. Aquinata (1974-77) 
Sr. M. Adrian (1977-80) 
Sr. Adele Yutsus (1980-84) 


Sr. M. Regis (1984-1993) 
Dolores Bartashus (1994 - present) 
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Holy Cross School children participate in processions for Holy 
Thursday, Forty Hours and May Crowning. They are involved in 
CYO activities and contests: spelling bee, oratorical, short story 
writing, religion award and kitchen capers. Girls compete on 
volleyball, basketball and softball teams. Boys compete on a 
basketball team. 

At the end of the school year, the students are treated to "Fun 
Day," usually held at the New Philadelphia Little League 
playground or an outing at an amusement park. 

Holy Cross Parents and Teachers Council was organized in 
February, 1973. Its purpose was to work for the benefit of Holy 
Cross School and its students. First officers were: President, Joe 
Scheider; Vice President, Theresa Pomian; Secretary, Anna Mae 
Berrang; and Treasurer, Dolores Shanoskie. 

The PTC sponsors a monthly hot lunch program, Christmas 
celebration and end-of-the year outing. Fund raising activities 
include bake sales, hoagie, candy and doughnut sales and money 
drawings. Profits are used for school repairs, classroom supplies 
and materials needed. 

In 1974, Fr. Macunas suggested that the PTC stress the 
uniqueness of Catholics schools through a report on spiritual 
aspects in the classroom. Since then, a spiritual aspects report has 
become a part of each meeting. 

Present officers for the 1995-1996 school year are: President, 
Margaret Ney; Vice-President, Kelly Fryer; Treasurer, Janet 
Mazloom; and Secretary, Betty Benulis. 

In 1974, Holy Cross School Board was established. 
Representing the laymen, clergy and faculty. It functions as an 
advisory panel for administrative and financial decisions. First 
members included: Fr. Robert Fagan (HF), Fr. Theodore Macunas 
(SH), Sr. Aquinata, principal, Jack Reilly, Holy Cross faculty; 
Holy Family: Florence Marchetti, Bob Pretti, Joe Scheider; and 
Sacred Heart: Tom Nawrocki, Rita Shevokas, and Bud Snukis. 
Present Holy Cross Board members include: Fr. Lofton, Fr. 
O'Donnell, Fr. Bocian, Dolores Bartashus, Elaine Dalvet, Betty 
Benulis, Beth Kutsmeda, Kathy Malokach, Barbara Pelachick, 
Jerry Burke and Rosemary Lipzok. 
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Since the opening of the school, sacramental preparation has 
been taught by the Sisters of St. Casimir. Prior to the 
establishment of the diocesan high school, Nativity BVM in 1955, 
the parish priest had instructed the public high school students in 
Christian Doctrine. 

In 1976, a religious education program for public school 
children was organized. Parish coordinators were: Marie Fuss 
(SA), Christine Martin (HF), and Rita Shevokas (SH). In 1980, 
Sister Rosaire, Sister of the Most Precious Blood was appointed 
Director of Religious Education for Sacred Heart and Holy Family 
parishes. Sister Catherine Marie (Daughter of Charity) succeeded 
her in 1981, followed by Sister Kathleen, DC., Sister Regis, SSC 
and Sister Marie, OSF. 

In 1981, the roof and masonry of the school were repaired. The 
school roof and heating system improvements cost Sacred Heart 
$50,000.00 Two-thirds of the cost of major school renovations 
were the responsibility of Sacred Heart, while Holy Family and St. 
Anthony's contributed the other third. 

After years of difficulty with the school stoker, Diocesan 
representatives recommend a new 2 unit heating system for the 
school. In 1984, the $33,920.00 contract was awarded by Bishop 
Welsh to Robert Shewokis Fuels. The amount was borrowed from 
the Forward with Christ Campaign at 5% interest. On the two- 
thirds/one-third basis, Sacred Heart was responsible for $22,620.00 
while Holy Family and St. Anthony's paid $11,310.00. 

In 1984-85 a computer lab was implemented at the school. Hot 
lunch and McDonald's lunches began. 

In 1991, Fr. Lofton focused attention on the school building. Its 
hall was freshly painted and the high windows were fitted with 
new draperies. Bathroom facilities were updated. The kitchen was 
modernized. The building was rewired with new panel boxes and 
new window. The heavy wooden entrace doors to the Holy Cross 
School were replaced with modern metal and glass doors. 

In 1994, with the death of Sister Regis Pribish SSC, Sister 
Marilyn Kuzmickas informed the parish that the Sisters of St. 
Casimir could no longer staff our school after 66 years of 
dedicated service. 


25 


Instruction was left in the capable hands of the following lay 
teachers: 


Grade PK-K: Elaine Dalvet 

Grade 1-2: Mary Webb 

Grade 3-4: Mary Hartz 

Grade 5-6: Rosalie Schwartz 

Grade 7-8: Sharon Strauser 
Dolores Bartashus 

Office: Susan Schroding 

Teacher volunteer: Ron Shatus 

Computers: Mathew Malanowicz 


The computer lab has been modernized, adding 4 computer 
stations having the Windows operating system. Two printers, one 
colored, enhance the system. To improve the office facility, a 
secretary was hired, a new electric typewriter and a computer for 
administrative use were acquired. E Mail began in November, 
1995. The school is now able to access the diocesan office for 
daily updates and bulletins. 

Improvements were made in the science department: 3 laser 
disc videos were purchased to implement the new science 
program, Windows on Science. Cable television was installed in 
the school building. French instruction has been added to the 
curriculum for K-8 for an hour a month. 

The present enrollment in the program is 84 children with 41 
students being members of Sacred Heart Church. A preschool 
program has also been added for the 1995-96 school year; 9 
students are enrolled. 

A Summer Sizzler, an "end of the summer festival", organized 
and supervised by the school staff and parents has been started to 
supplement school finances. Ethnic food, games and fun are 
provided for all ages. 

On March 4, 1984, Sr. Regis, SSC and Sr. Kathleen, DC began 
their Ministry of the Eucharist at Sacred Heart. In June, 1985, 
John Arminavage, Joan Wassell and John Zubris were also 
appointed to assist the priest in distributing Holy Communion. 
Presently the Eucharist Ministers are: Joan Wassell, Brother 
Joseph Zutelis, Paul Crochunis, John Zubris, Jonathan Keyes, 
Daniel Lonergan, Patricia Paukstis. Frank Shamonsky, Ann Marie 
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Weicikosky, Charles Wensus and Sister Marie. 

In 1994, Sister Marie Rachfalski was invited to serve as 
Pastoral Assistant for Holy Family and Sacred Heart parishes. She 
resides at Sacred Heart. 

During 1995, two Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth joined 
her at the convent, residing there. They serve other ministries in 
Schuylkill County. 

On the suggestion of Fr. James Lofton and Sister Marie, 
principal Dolores Bartashus led the Holy Cross School childen in a 
campaign to raise money to erect a monument to the unborn as a 
permanent memento of their contribution to the Centennial Year. 
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HERITAGE 


Maintaining a Lithuanian parish in a tiny borough for 100 years 
signifies more than a legacy of building projects. Inside the old 
church were inscriptions under the Stations of the Cross to identify 
the language of the forefathers. The statuary and ceiling murals 
represented Lithuanian patrons: St. Casimir and Ausros Vartai 
Marija. The bells were named "Petras ir Povilas." Linden trees 
(liepos) planted on the church grounds and the beehives kept in the 
garden by Fr. Musuras preserved a vestige of Old World culture. 

However, the pious practices observed by the parish also are 
distinctive. Customs from Lithuania emphasized the celebration 
of liturgical feasts in parish life. 

Saints' feasts signaled spring planting times. On March 12, 
feast of St. Gregory, cabbage seeds were started. On April 23, 
feast of St. George, Dahlia (jurgines) and rue (ruta) seeds were 
planted. On September 8, the birthday of BVM and Heart of Our 
Lady of Siluva, celebrates the sowing of winter wheat. The 
farmers waited for the return of birds on certain feasts: March 4, 
St. Casimir, the lark (vyturys) and stork (garnys), on March 19, St. 
Joseph - (knyve) and on April 23, the cuckoo (gegute) would be 
seen again. 

Each holyday had its customary observances. Shrove Tuesday 
(Uzavenes) festivities in Lithuania started with a sleigh ride for the 
children. The sleigh was pulled by the newest colt in his premiere 
drive. A celebration with singing, dancing, and refreshments 
followed. However, in strict observance of the abstinence rules for 
Ash Wednesday, all meat was removed from the table at midnight. 

On the Sundays of Lent, Stations of the Cross were held and 
"Graudus Verksmai" lamentations sung. On Palm Sunday, 
children were lovingly “hit" with palm fronds while the parent 
chanted, ''Verba musa, ne as muSuU; un nedelios bus Velykos." 
(The palm is striking, I'm not striking, within a week it will be 
Easter!) The palms were braided and displayed as sacramentals 
until the next year. 

On Holy Thursday, an elaborate procession was followed by 
"guarding" the Blessed Sacrament until Good Friday. On Holy 
Saturday around noon, food baskets were blessed. Food baskets 
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contained decorated eggs (marguciai), cheese, butter, horseradish, 
meats and foods for the Easter table. Later in the day , services 
were held in the church. The church remained open all night. 
After Mass, the families and friends had "kukstina" contests. The 
winner kept any eggs he could crack in the contests. One week 
after Easter (Atvelykis) or "Little Easter." the family customs were 
repeated. 

On, Pentecost (Sekmines), it was customary to have a picnic. 
"Kiausiniene" (custard-like scrambled eggs) with lots of 
spirguciai (bacon bits) were served. Birch branches decorated the 
homes. Shepherds had a holiday from their chores. 

Comparable to the pranks of Halloween was the eve of St. 
John the Baptist (Jonines) when farmers could expect pranksters 
to pull up a bean crop and leave it by the door. 

Swimming season in the Lithuanian lakes commenced on the 
feast of SS. Peter and Paul (June 29) and closed on August 15, 
the feast of the Assumption. 

For the summer feast of the Assumption (August 15) garden 
bouquets of zinnias, asters, dahlias, gladioli and sprigs of ruta were 
blessed at the BVM altar. After the Zolines blessing, the bouquets 
are taken home and dried. If anyone died during the year, the 
dried flowers were placed in the coffin with the deceased as a 
reminder of the Assumption. 

On All Saints Day (November 1), food donations were brought 
to the church for the priest and church helpers, as well as, for the 
needy. Offerings of uncooked goose, pork, lamb, or loaves of 
bread were placed on a table in church. It was also customary to 
bring prepared food, such as meat on a slice of bread for the poor 
who came to church on all church feasts. They were given the 
food in the church yard. 

After Mass on All Souls Day (November 2), the sacristan 
accepted donations while the priest prayed a long litany of names 
of the deceased from the pulpit. The priest and congregation 
walked with candles to the cemetery. The 4 corners of the 
cemetery were sprinkled with holy water and blessed. 

During the Christmas season, the priest, accompanied by the 
church organist, visited the homes of parishioners. They sang 
"Sveikas Jezau Gimusis" when they entered. The priest carried a 


29 


little crucifix and blessed the family and home. Each family 
member blessed himself with the cross and then kissed it: the 
parents were first, the children following. It was also customary to 
kiss the hands of the priest as a sign of respect. Children 
respectfully kissed their parents this way. 

The entire family gathered at Kucios (the holy supper of 
Christmas Eve) and "plotkeles": were broken as a sign of unity and 
brotherly love. Straw, reminiscent of the Bethlehem stable, was 
place under the white tablecloth. Twelve dishes were served in 
honor of the 12 Apostles. A place was set for the Unseen Guest. 
The next day, the Mass of the Shepherds was celebrated. 
Christmas festivities lasted until J anuary 6, feast of the Epiphany. 

For Candlemas (Grabyncia) on February 2, every family 
obtained a blessed candle. It was kept in the home, and if 
necessary, lit and placed in the hands of the dying. | 

In Lithuania, feast days superseded birthdays in importance. 
Neighboring parishioners made a pilgrimage to honor the 
namesake patron of a church on that particular feast (atpuskas). It 
was traditional to have each of the 3 altars dedicated to a special 
patron. 

Much beauty is expressed in Lithuanian hymnody. "Garbe ir 
Slove" used to be sung in the Corpus Christi procession, "Graudus 
Verksmai" for Lenten devotions and the ancient melody of 
"Sventas Dieve'' as invocations at Sunday's High Mass. Some 
remember "Viespaties Angelas" (The Angelus) being sung at the 
gravesite for funerals. "Linksma Diena" was joyously intoned 
and sung at the Resurrection Mass on Easter as the procession 
encircled the church 3 times to remember the 3 days Jesus spent in 
the tomb. 

With their hymns, songs and traditions, the Lithuanians 
nurtured and reinforced their faith. In their everyday lives, there 
was no separation of church and home; they simply lived the 
liturgy. 

The history of Sacred Heart Church is a narrative of the seed of 
faith carried across the Atlantic by brave pioneers from Lithuania 
and preserved by 3 succeeding generations. Our ways of 
celebrating life in Jesus Christ have become a new ethnicity, 
preserving the non-materialistic values of our Catholic Lithuanian 
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heritage. This new ethnicity is defined by Msgr. Geno Baroni, of 
the National Center for Ethnic Affairs in Washington, as a "spirit 
that is not nationalistic or an immigrant experience but respect for 
our background and traditions which takes pride in identity and 
culture and is an essential ingredient in family, church and 
community life." 


CHURCH SOCIETIES 


In addition to the SaldZiausios Jezaus Sinden Draugija, the 
earliest parishioners conducted active chapters of St. Casimir's 
Society, St. Albin's Society, St. Joseph's Society, Knights of 
Lithuania (until 1933, then revived an Anthracite Council in 1977 
on a county-wide basis), Susivienimo Lietuviu Rymo Kataliku 
Amerikos Kuopa (Branch 51 for insurance benefits), and 
Susvienymo Lietuviu Americos Kuopa. 

The Cumbola Lithuanians formed 3 organizations: a Jono 
Draugija, Susivienimo Lietuviu Rymo Kataliku Amerikos Kuopa, 
and a political club for a few years. 

Reported as the earliest Lithuanians of Cumbola were: A. 
Valaitis, Andrius: Gibas, Kazys Virbyla, Kazimieras Kasparas, 
Juozas Buckunas, A. Cizauskas, Juozas Rutkauskas, M. Masonis, 
Vincas Vaitkunas, J. Virbickas, Andrius Balulis, J. Karalius, 
Juozas Spilyngis, Adomas Siaudys, A. Valylius, Motejus 
Supranavicius, and Mikolas Patalavicius. 

The SS. Peter and Paul Society later became parishioners and 
founders of SS. Peter and Paul Church in Tamaqua. 


SODALITY 


A Sodality for girls up to 14 years of age was formed as soon as 
the church was built. When the Sisters came, it became the school 
Sodality. Gertrude Mikoseff was president until the Sisters 
assumed its leadership. 

In 1933, the Immaculate Conception Sodality was organized for 
single girls over 14. A membership drive until 1936 yielded 150 
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interested girls. It was considered the largest and most active 
Sodality in Schuylkill County. 

The Sodality promoted devotion to the Blessed Mother, 
particularly on her special feasts and had rosary devotions on First 
Saturdays. Members participated in traditional May processions 
and celebrated December 8 as a special occasion. They recited the 
rosary, attended Mass and gathered for a social following Masses. 

In Sodality tradition, a member received a BVM statue as a 
gift when she was married. The bride presented a bouquet at the 
base of Mary's statue after the Nuptial Mass. The Sodality has 
been inactive since 1965. 

The school Sodality girls participated in May procession 
wearing blue satin capes and caps. Traditionally, the eight grade 
president of the Sodality, wearing a bridal-type gown crowned the 
Blessed Mother. The other eighth grade Sodalists, as members of 
the Court, wore blue dresses for the May procession. Lithuanian 
hymns to Mary were sung and the Act of Consecration was recited. 
The school Sodality was disbanded when the schools merged. 


HOLY NAME SOCIETY 


The Holy Name Society was founded in 1932-33. A visiting 
Missionary encouraged the men to form the group. Father 
Gaudinskas was the first moderator. 

Its chief spiritual tradition was sponsorship of Holy Name 
Sunday in January each year. Members receive Holy Communion 
in a group and recite a pledge of dedication to the Holy Name of 
Jesus. On Holy Thursday evening, they keep vigil before the 
Blessed Sacrament. 

The Holy Name Society also enhances the celebration of 
Mother's day through their sale of carnations --pink, worn by those 
having living mothers and white for those mothers who are 
deceased. 

The Society functions as a strong supporter of parish fund 
raising projects. Members canvass parishioners’ homes for the 
Seminary collection each year. 
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HOLY ROSARY SOCIETY 


The Holy Rosary Society is a spiritual organization for women, 
dating back to the origin of the parish. Every member is assigned 
a decade to recite privately each day. As a group, they complete 
the 15 mysteries of the rosary. 

The society's 120 members pay dues and donate altar cloths and 
vestments. They assemble at the viewing of deceased members 
and publicly recite the rosary. Current officers: President, Joan 
Wassell; Vice-President, Toni Fuss; Secretary, Josie Arminavage; 
and Treasurer, Louise Lucas. 


THIRD ORDER OF ST. FRANCIS 


The Third Order of St. Francis, Province of St. Casimir 
(Kennebunkport, Maine) was chartered very early’in the parish 
history by Frances Burnakas, Margaret Lokitus, Tekla Mickoseff 
and Josephine Ruczko. Some members, like Frances Burnakas, 
had become Franciscans at 14 years of age in Lithuania. Others 
became Franciscans as their mothers in Lithuania were. Although 
a majority of members are women, men of the parish have also 
belonged. 

The secular Franciscans of our parish donated the St. Francis 
statue which stood in the sanctuary of the old church, and they 
maintained a perpetual sanctuary lamp to honor their patron. 

Members emulate the virtues of St. Francis of Assissi. They 
recite the Seraphis Office each day, attend daily Mass, pray for the 
sick and do penance for the conversion of sinners. They live a 
Gospel-centered life of prayer and simplicity. In addition to 
observing the commandments of God and the Church, secular 
Franciscans avoid extravagance in dress and lifestyle. They pledge 
to avoid sensual amusement and literature and vulgar and 
suggestive speech. They try to be at peace with all and practice 
charity with special solicitude toward sick members. Their 
spiritual director, assigned by the Franciscan Provincial Superior, 
visits once yearly to check on these observances. Prior to 1977, 
members were requited to wear a white cord and scapular, but 
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now, they wear a scapular medal with the St. Francis crossed 
hands on the reverse. Membership once totaled 54. Presently there 
are professed members still living: Nellie Gleason and Anna 
Jablonski who has been prefect since 1953. 


ST. CASIMIR'S AUXILIARY 


St. Casimir's Auxiliary was organized in the late 1940's to 
benefit the Sisters of St. Casimir. The Auxiliary bought kitchen 
supplies and furniture for the convent. They sponsored linen 
showers. After Nativity BVM High School was built in 1955, 
members organized a Merchandise Club and used the profit to help 
those who could not afford tuition payments at Nativity. 

The Auxiliary donated books to Villa Joseph Maria in Holland, 
PA and baked cakes for the Sisters' bake sales. Each autumn, they 
sponsored a trip to the Sisters’ fall bazaar at the Villa. 

The St. Casimir's Auxiliary remained active until 1970. Its last 
elected officers were: President:, Victoria Lucas; Vice-President, 
Helen Powell; Secretary, Adele Dobrolsky; and Treasurer, Helen 
Spudis. 


SACRED HEART WOMEN'S GUILD 


The Sacred Heart Women's Guild was organized in 1959 under 
Fr. Rakauskas and was dedicated to Our Lady of Fatima. Its 
constitution is modeled after that of SS. Peter and Paul auxiliary 
from Tamaqua. The first Guild officers were: President, 
Antoinette Fuss; Vice-President, Amelia Pytko; Secretary, Eleanor 
Stenulis; and Treasurer, Helen Bernitsky. 

A Ways and Means Committee was established to raise funds. 
Initially, the beneficiaries of the Guild projects were the parish 
school children and the Sisters of St. Casimir. Funds were raised 
through dances, bake sales, card parties, dinners, trips and fashion 
shows. Profit from school uniform sales were to purchase 
surplices for the altar boys and also items for the sister's convent. 
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The Guild funded Halloween and Christmas parties for the 
children and sponsored Polio Clinics in the area. Members 
worked at the annual parish picnics. 

After the school merger, the school related project became 
more directly parish-oriented. Members now canvass parishioners’ 
homes for the Catholic Charities Drive and run the weekly Bingo 
kitchen. 

Each year, the Guild presents mementos to the First 
Communicants and sponsors a Graduation Mass and breakfast for 
all parish graduates. The Guild conducts a Candlelight Installation 
ceremony for its officers. It promotes rosary recitation on the First 
Saturday of each month and circulates the Pilgrim Statue of Our 
Lady of Fatima throughout the parish to encourage rosary 
recitation. 

During Forty Hours devotions, the Guild keeps a daytime vigil 
before the Blessed Sacrament. On Holy Thursday, it holds a 
group holy hour during which they sing 'Graudus Verksmai" 
lamentations and other Lenten hymns. A perpetual Mass is offered 
for its deceased members and public recitation of the rosary is 
made for deceased members and their immediate family. 
Membership totals 45. Current officers are Spiritual Director, Fr. 
Lofton; Vice-President Genevieve Matalavage; Secretary, Donata 
Villela; and Treasurer, Agatha Suzadail. 


CATHOLIC WAR VETERANS 


Catholic War Veterans Post #1079 of New Philadelphia was 
organized in 1946 and presently has 52 members. CWV members 
distribute Celtic Cross lapel pins before and after masses on the 
last Sunday in May and make donations to Veterans' Hospitals. 

Following the Memorial Day parade each year, they sponsor a 
Mass in honor of deceased veterans. It is held at Holy Family 
during the even-numbered years and at Sacred Heart during the 
odd-numbered years. The CWV offers a medal and citation for 
outstanding achievement in religion and Catholic action to 2 
eighth grade students each year. 
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MARIJOS VARPELIAI 


In 1977, when the Anthracite Council #144, Knights of 
Lithuania assumed sponsorship of Lithuanian Day at Lakewood 
park, they invited the local school children to participate. Marijos 
Varpeliai were enrolled as Junior Knights of Lithuania under the 
national charter. 

In addition to singing Lithuanian folk songs and performing 
dances at Lakewood park each summer, they performed at the 
Capitol for Restoration of Lithuanian Independence Day 
(February 16) and at the Allentown Fair for Multi-Nations Day. In 
November, 1981, they appeared on an “Ethnic Images" segment on 
Wilkes-Barre’s WNEP-TV. In 1984, they presented songs, dances 
and a skit in Lithuanian at the Schuylkill County Fair. 

The group promoted the Zolines tradition for August 15 of each 
year. On December 8, members attended Mass in costume and 
were treated to an annual Christmas party. The group had 
decorated the Christmas tree with "siaudinukai" (Lithuanian 
straw ornaments). 

Interested members studied the Lithuanian language with Sister 
Della Marie SSC at Holy Cross School. They attended Camp 
Ausra in Brandonville, PA (St. George's Grove) for a week each 
summer to learn about their heritage. 

Lithuanian costumes were sewn by Esther Bartashus, Margaret 
Burke, Marian Crochunis, Alice Dunchick, Eileen Dunchick, 
Amelia Pytko, Helen Spudis, and Theresa Toback. Crowns were 
handsewn by Ann Marie Keyes, Janet Livingstone, Helen Valinsky 
and Marge Valinsky. 

Rita Shevokas Tamalavage directed the group. It has been 
inactive since 1990. 
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Reading the history of the parish members surely 
will note the decline of many organizations and activities. 
Most will recall the joy and fellowship associated with 
them. Time and people change: leaders and organizers 
retire, become disabled, or die; parishioners tire or assume 
wider responsibilities. Eventually, only a name remains. 
To maintain continuity of liturguical practices and 
events, the parish needs energetic, younger persons, 
willing leaders, and faithful supporters. We hope that a 
pending generation of vigorous brethren to revive, carry 
on, originate and maintain the history of our Catholic 


faith and Lithuanian patrimony. 


We live in a secular society whose sociology grows 
wider: unfortunately, this is not true of faith. We must 
create our own larger field of Catholic faith and 
Lithuanian awareness, expand our ethnic heritage and 
pride, increase our empathy to embrace our neighbors, 
and rely upon ourselves to be faithful daughters and sons 
of Sacred Heart parish. 
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